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around the world.
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feminists and ecologists and we seek anti-capitalist solutions to 
the many economic and ecological crises facing working people 
worldwide. We oppose capitalism, a political-economic system that 
is based on exploitation and whose increasingly frequent crises are 
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borderless is a supplement to our sister magazine, Grenzeloos, 
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Eurocrisis 

Struggles in the south need 
international solidarity

Editorial

The centre 
cannot hold
The results of the Dutch national 

elections in September 
came as a surprise to many. 

Together the right-wing, free-market 
VVD and the Labour party (PvdA) 
captured 52% of the vote. The results 
have been portrayed as a ‘return 
to the centre’ for Dutch politics 
after ten years in which traditional 
governing parties declined while 
new parties made significant gains, 
such as the left-wing Socialist Party 
(SP) and the far-right PVV of Geert 
Wilders. This time, however, the big 
winners were again the parties of the 
so-called political centre.

But the elections do not indicate 
an end to political polarization. 
The VVD moved even further to 
the right, combining free-market 
fundamentalism with anti-immigrant 
rhetoric that attracted a large number 
of votes from the far right. The PvdA, 
on the other hand, promised fairer 
policies than those of the previous 
government and protection of the 
most vulnerable groups in society. 
Many people voted PvdA to block 
the return of VVD Prime Minister, 
Mark Rutte. 

Ironically, by forming a coalition 
with the VVD, the PvdA will return 
Rutte to the office of PM. However, 
the contradictory promises of both 
parties and the opposing motives 
of their supporters will make 
cooperation more difficult than 
ever and PvdA voters are likely to 
be disappointed to see their party 
facilitating the very right-wing 
policies they hoped to stop. 

As the Euro-crisis continues, 
Dutch society will be increasingly 
hit by the declining economy and 
subsequent austerity policies. Will 
Labour succeed in selling austerity 
as the only option or will progressive 
forces succeed in building a popular 
opposition to it? This will be a crucial 
question in the coming period.

Dutch elections: results

Together, PvdA and VVD won 
a majority of 79 seats in the 
150-seat parliament. This is 

unusual in Dutch politics. Typically 
coalitions require three or more 
parties to have a majority. Despite 
early predictions of large gains the 
Socialist Party (SP) failed to gain 
any new seats, remaining at 15. 
PvdA succeeded in attracting many 
progressive voters who feared 
that VVD would again become 
the largest party. A shift towards 
rightwing economic policies by the 
Greens proved unpopular with its 
supporters, with the party dropping 
to four seats. The conservative 
CDA, once the most powerful 
party, lost 8 seats falling to an 
historic low of thirteen. The right-
wing, anti-immigrant PVV was the 
biggest loser, dropping from 24 to 
15 seats.

Alex Merlo

September 15, 2012, may have 
marked a turning point in the 
history of Europe. Hundreds 

of thousands of people gathered 
in the main squares of Portugal 
in a massive mobilization the 
scale of which has not been seen 
there since the revolution and fall 
of the dictatorship in 1974. The 
mobilisations came in protest 
of the latest round of austerity 
imposed on the country by the 
‘Troika’ (EC, ECB, and IMF) 
including a further 7% reduction 
in wages. What was decisive 
about this event was that it forced 
the government to withdraw the 
plan. The structural reforms being 
imposed across southern Europe 
thus suffered their first defeat – 
the first, hopefully, of many.

Social struggles are on the rise in 
other countries in southern Europe 
as well. In Spain, the Indignados 
movement initiated a new round 
of struggles with its call to “Take 
the Congress” on September 
25. The action mobilised tens 
of thousands and was answered 
with fierce repression by the 
authorities. Spaniards are also 
calling for the removal of the 
government that has betrayed the 
electoral programme on which 
it was elected and embraced the 
austerity pushed by the Troika.

In Greece, another general strike 
on September 26, showed that 
elections there have not calmed 
nerves and brutal repression has 
not destroyed the willingness to 

fight. The Greeks have suffered the 
worst austerity in Europe and living 
standards have fallen dramatically 
in a short span of time. As in other 
countries, the mobilisations are a 
response to the anger and despair 
brought on by the crisis and 
crushing austerity.

This stormy political weather 
in southern Europe contrasts 
sharply with the calm situation 
in the north. The effects of the 
crisis are now starting to affect the 
people in northern Europe who 
are seeing major cuts in social 
programmes. Still, to many in the 
north, things seem to be under 
control and there have not been 
the large mobilisations that are 
becoming common in the south. 
The general opinion in the north 
is that the crisis in the south is a 
problem of the southern economies 
or even the result of some sort of 
defect in ‘natural character’ of the 
Mediterranean people. Many are 
beginning to question whether the 
EU would be better off without 
these lagging economies and their 
shaky political scenes.

In the south, Europe is 
increasingly seen too as a source of 
problems. In Spain, as elsewhere, 
membership in the EU was once 
associated with progress and 
welfare. After integrating into 
the eurozone, many countries 
experienced high rates of economic 
growth (much higher than the north) 
and, with the help of EU funding, 
improved their infrastructures.

The current crisis, however, is 

the result of contradictions that 
accumulated during this same 
period of growth. Things were 
not as wonderful as they appeared 
in these economies: growth was 
not accompanied by a better 
distribution of wealth, rather 
inequality increased markedly. 
Neoliberal reforms resulted in the 
privatisation of public services and 
a decline in the living conditions 
for most of the population. 
Deindustrialisation of the southern 
economies, more pronounced 
than in the north, was offset by 
the development of other sectors, 
such as tourism and housing 
construction, which primarily 
offer seasonal and precarious 
employment. 

Inflation in the south has also 
consistently been much higher than 
in the north. This, combined with 
deindustrialization, resulted in a 

loss of competitiveness relative 
to northern economies, which 
continued to produce industrial 
goods cheaply. The result was 
negative trade balances, as the 
southern countries imported more 
than they exported – again, the 
opposite of the north. Normally, 
such imbalances would trigger 
currency devaluations to correct 
the deficits, but in the eurozone, 
this is not an option. The imbalance 
was therefore compensated for by 
an influx of finance capital from 
the north, which conveniently gave 
the northern countries an outlet for 
their surplus capital, and a dramatic 

increase in private debt, facilitated 
by lower real interest rates due to 
the high inflation.

These two ‘solutions’ were 
blocked with the onset of the 
financial crisis as northern capital 
stopped investing in the south 
and financial institutions began 
deleveraging and refusing to 
provide credit. The impact on the 
population has been devastating 
and is exacerbated by cuts to social 
welfare made under previous 
neoliberal reforms. 

The crisis in the south of Europe, 
therefore, cannot be explained 
as an inherent weakness in the 
southern economies or a flaw in 
the character of their citizens. 
Rather, it must be understood 
as a consequence of the way in 
which the eurozone was built and 
in recognition of the fact that the 
northern countries have profited 
from the structural inequalities 
built into it. The creation of the 
eurozone in the late 1990s was a 
short-term ‘solution’ to the inherent 
contradictions of capitalist growth, 
which were temporarily repressed 
but have now reappeared even 
more violently. 

In Europe, the struggle for a 
socially just way out of the crisis 
is also a struggle against those 
institutions of the EU that continue 
to insist on austerity regardless 
of its effects on the people. 
However, this does not mean a 
return to nationalistic projects or 
the defense of patriotic interests 
against outsiders. In the north, 
as in the south, local elites have 
become immensely rich through 
the European project and have the 
most interest in maintaining these 
anti-democratic institutions, while 
the working class shoulders the 
costs. 

If we hope to find a progressive 
solution to this crisis, and to create 
a more equitable and fair society, 
we must build a mass international 
movement. This movement must 
be based on the solidarity of 
workers in all countries. Now that 
the people of southern Europe are 
rising in struggle, we must join 
them. Let the achievement of the 
Portuguese people be an example 
to us all.
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In Europe, the 
struggle for a 
socially just way out 
of the crisis is also a 
struggle against EU 
institutions that insist 
on austerity.
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Maryam Gilani 

Iran is under severe sanctions 
these days. The EU’s embargo 
against Iranian crude oil went 

into effect on July 1, 2012, adding 
to the US and UN economic 
sanctions, which went into effect 
in 2006. The new EU sanctions, 
combined with intensifying US 
sanctions against the Central 
Bank of Iran and foreign financial 
institutions working with it, have 
already worsened the living 
conditions of the ordinary Iranian 
citizens who suffer as a result of 
the sanctions. The value of the 
Rial has been halved, inflation 
has increased dramatically and the 
purchasing power of the Iranians 
has diminished. Food prices, 
particularly for fruit, sugar, meat 
and poultry, have skyrocketed. 
Iranians are now forced to wait 
in long queues, as they did in the 
war years 30 years ago, to buy 
subsidized chicken.

Propagandized as an alternative 
to war and the only non-military 
measure available to stop Iran’s 
nuclear program and authoritarian 
regime, the sanctions against 
Iran prove once again that 
sanctions are nothing but a form 
of collective punishment against 
innocent citizens. Sanctions are 
not a newly-discovered remedy 
for taming authoritarian regimes 
that are unpopular with the US 
and its western allies. Prior to the 
invasion of Iraq by the US in 2003, 
Iraqi citizens suffered terribly 
under thirteen years of US-backed 

sanctions that denied millions of 
Iraqis of access to clean water, 
medicine and vital technologies.  
According to the World Health 
Organization, in just the first 
four years of sanctions, the child 
mortality rate in Iraq increased 
500%. 

Blocking international trade and 
access to finance does not damage 
the existence of the Iranian regime 
as much as it devastates the 
day-to-day living conditions of 
ordinary people. The black market 
as a rule owes its existence to the 
restrictions on the legal market and 
it is highly controlled by political 
elites. 

Sanctions have not only affected 
the lives of Iranians living in Iran. 
They have also been subject to 
‘unique’ interpretations that have 
affected Iranians living abroad. 
In the US state of Georgia, for 
instance, Persian-speaking clients 
were refused service at an Apple 
computer store. In the Netherlands, 
the Foreign Minister announced 
– before the EU sanctions had 
even gone into effect – that the 
Dutch government would not 
renew the resident permits of 
Iranian researchers and specialists 
working in Dutch universities and 
research institutes. After protests, 
both from within and outside 
the Netherlands, this policy was 
revised to only apply to researchers 
working in the petroleum, 
natural gas and petrochemical 
industries in an attempt to keep 
“certain knowledge” from being 

transferred back to Iran. However, 
the boundaries of this “certain 
knowledge” is kept loose and 
researchers working in other 
technological realms are forced 
to prove their exemption from the 
law on a case-by-case basis. 

Sanctions are often presented 
as an alternative to war and 
an effective means to bring 

authoritarian regimes into 
compliance with international 
demands. The history of sanctions, 
however, proves otherwise. 
Sanctions are not only often a 
prelude to war but are themselves 
a form of warfare perpetrated 
not against the governing elites 
but against ordinary people. The 
people of Iran have been struggling 
against their regime from the 
time of its founding. Destroying 
their basic living conditions 
and blocking their access to 
information, communication and 
technology will only strengthen 
the regime that they are struggling 
against.  

Iran
Sanctions or Collective Punishment? 

Sanctions are not only 
often a prelude to war 
but are themselves 
a form of warfare 
perpetrated not 
against the governing 
elites but against 
ordinary people.

Source: http://fotoakbaba.wordpress.com
LGBT Pride Parade, Istanbul, Turkey, July 1, 2012 
Twenty thousand people participated in the 10th Turkish LGBT Pri-
de Parade in Taksim Square in Istanbul on July 1. In the first parade 
in 2003, there were 40. LGBT activists in Turkey are now fighting 
for recognition and equal rights under the constitution.

Book review
A Dutch romantic revolutionary

October 05, 16.00
Join the Red Robin 
Hoods!
Satirical political action planned 
to symbolically collect the taxes 
from cooperate tax evaders in 
Prins Bernhardplein 200. 
Amstelstation (Amsterdam), 
exit by the bus stops.
Organized by socialisme.nu.

October 08, 19.00
Volkseten 
Vegazulu, Benefit 
vegan dinner for
KNCCA
The Kurdish Dutch Cultural 
Centre Amsterdam needs your 
support. Programme includes: 
Kurdish food and acoustic 
concert with the Mesopotamia 
Ensemble.
Joe’s Garage, Pretoriusstraat 
43, Amsterdam. 
Price: Donations. 

October 12, 15.30
Film Screening,  
“Mary in times of  
crisis” 
In Spanish with English 
subtitles.  
Centre for Latin American 
Research and Documentation 
(CEDLA), Keizersgracht 395-
397, Amsterdam. Free. 

October 12,  17.00
Presentation of the 
biography of Frank 
van der Goes
Author Rob Blom presents his 
new biography on one of the 
spiritual fathers of the Dutch 
Social Democratic Workers 
Party (SDAP). Food and 
drinks. In Dutch with English 
translation.
IIRE, Lombokstraat 40, 
Amsterdam. Free.

October 13, 14.00
#globalNoise
Part of the Global Day of 
Action, organised by the 
Occupy and indignados 
movement. Bring stuff to 
make noise! In Beursplein, 
Amsterdam

October 21, 16.00
Film Screening, 
“Fatsa Gercegi, 
Unutturulanlar” 
Documentary on the socialist 
experiment in Fatsa, Turkey 
in 1979-1980. Organized by 
Doorbraak.eu. Turkish with 
Dutch subtitles.De Klinker, 
Van Broeckhuysenstraat 46, 
Nijmegen. Free.

October 22, 20.00
Debate, “To Euro or 
not to Euro”
With Marica Frangakis (Nicos 
Poulantzas Institute), Geert 
Reuten (UvA, SP Senator) 
and Dimitris Pavlopoulos (VU 
Amsterdam). 
Organized by TNI and Real 
World Economics.  
CREA Café, Nieuwe 
Achtergracht 170, Amsterdam. 
5€, free for students. 

October 26, 20.00
Presentation of 
the biography 
of Domela 
Nieuwenhuis.
Author Jan Willem Stutje 
presents his biography of “The 
Romantic Revolutionary”. With 
Marcel van der Linden (director 
of research, IISG). 
In Dutch with English 
translation. 
IIRE, Lombokstraat 40, 
Amsterdam. Free.
Organized by IIRE and IISG. 

October 30, 20.00
Concert, The Coup
Revolutionary hip-hop from 
Oakland, California. 
Melkweg, Lijnbaansgracht 234. 
16€.

October 31, 20.00
Film Screening, 
“Ils ne mouraient 
pas tous mais tous 
étaient frappés”
(“Not everyone died, but 
everyone was affected”)
Through a series of personal 
interviews with French workers, 
film-makers show how changes 
in workplace organisation are 
creating new forms of worker 
isolation and alienation. French 
with English subtitles.
IIRE, Lombokstraat 40, 
Amsterdam. Free.
Organized by bo rderless

November 9, 19.30
20th 
Commemoration of 
the Kristallnacht
Commemoration of firebomb 
attack on a refugee center 
in Rostock, Germany, and 
vandalism at a mosque in the 
Netherlands. Speakers and 
gypsy/klezmer band Caspian 
Hat Dance. Organized by Stop 
Racisme en Uitsluiting.
At corner of Zwanenburgwal 
and Amstel, near the 
monument for the Jewish 
resistance, Amsterdam.

November 14, 20.00
“Hot Marxism and 
liberation theology 
in Latin America”
Conference by Luis Martínez 
Andrade, author of “Religión 
sin redención: Contradicciones 
sociales y sueños despiertos en 
América Latina”
Presentation by author Luis 
Martínez Andrade. In Spanish 
with English translation.
IIRE, Lombokstraat 40, 
Amsterdam. Free.

Marijke Colle

A second edition of the Jan 
Willem Stutje’s biography 
of Ferdinand Domela 

Nieuwehuis was released in 
August. Stutje has also authored 
biographies of Paul de Groot 
(long-time leader of the Dutch 
Communist Party) and of Ernest 
Mandel (Belgian Marxist and 
leader of the Fourth International).

The new book shows how 
Domela became the charismatic 
and beloved leader of socialism in 
the Netherlands in the second half 
of the 19th century. A left-wing 
political pioneer and a passionate defender of the poor, his dedication 
to their cause earned him the nickname ‘our saviour’ among the most 
exploited, poorest workers. 

In 1879, Domela, a former Lutheran minister, broke with his 
upbringing to become the leader of the ‘Social-Democratic Federation’ 
(Sociaal-Democratische Bond SDB) in 1881. He corresponded with 
Marx and Engels, the German SPD, and the Belgian socialist leader 
César de Paepe. In 1888 he was elected to Parliament. As the first 
socialist in the Dutch Parliament, he found himself isolated and 
ineffectual. He became disillusioned with parliamentary politics and 
chose not to seek re-election. 

Domela began to move towards anarchist beliefs. He argued 
that the social democratic leaders had betrayed the noble cause of 
socialism and turned their backs on the most oppressed people, in 
favour of looking for support among better paid workers and the 
progressive middle-class. In 1894 leading members of the SDB left 
the party and started the Social Democratic Workers Party (SDAP), 
a reformist party, and the SDB was declared illegal by the Dutch 
government. He remained hostile to reformism for the remainder of 
his life but continued to be politically active. He played an important 
role, for example, during the great general strike of Dutch railway 
workers in 1903.

Nieuwenhuis died in 1919, disillusioned and marginalised, but 
faithful to the end to his ideals. His commitment and pioneering 
activities made him a hero of the Dutch and European workers 
movement. He was the embodiment of a ‘warm and libertarian 
socialism’ – a socialism that refused the rigid approach of the reformist 
wing of the Second International and was driven by a grand vision of 
liberation and an abiding faith in change from below.

See the agenda for a presentation by the author on October 26.
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